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Project: A living canvas for South Asians impacted by HIV   
 
 

South Asians are one of the largest and growing demographics in Canada. There 
is a crucial need to empower and educate South Asian on the issues surrounding 
HIV/AIDS such as stigma, discrimination, alienation, isolation for many South 
Asian living with or affected by HIV/AIDS.  
  
This is a long-term photographic art study; a joint venture project by Sabu 
Oureshi and Devan Nambiar to document the lives of South Asian impacted by 
HIV.   
 
There is no definite termination point. This project is constructed as living canvas 
of the multidimensional lives of South Asians impacted by HIV.  In the long-term 
it is hoped this living canvas will empower and embrace South Asians impacted 
by HIV/AIDs with dignity, respect and humanity.   
 
The objective is to explore the very important issue of HIV/AIDS, through the lens 
of the camera, from the viewpoint of those living with and affected by HIV/AIDS. 
The work is documentary in nature, presenting images in raw form, without bias 
and prejudice. It is an exploration of human emotions and personal experience. 
The body of work, as a whole, is meant to open up a dialogue surrounding the 
issue.  
 
The images will be used with the participant’s permission and signed consent. 
Some AIDS Service Organizations may use the images as an education tool, to 
promote awareness about HIV/AIDS.  In addition the images will provide a 
platform to express themselves creatively to tell their story.   

 
The work is objective and will be photographed with sensitivity and respect for 
the participant and his/her surroundings. Those wishing to remain anonymous 
and still want to participate can do so by having their photograph taken in 
silhouette, or have their hands photographed.  

 
The process by which this will be attempted is by documentary photography in 
the form of still images captured with digital SLR cameras. Participant / 
photographer collaboration is pivotal in building the story together. 

 
All participants will receive a 11 inches x 14 inches beautiful large format black 
and white photographic print, signed by the photographer.  

 
Sabu Qureshi   Devan Nambiar 
Photographer                       Global Health Integrative Systems  
29 Polson Street   Toronto, ON 
Toronto, ON     ndevan@primus.ca 
M5A 1A4                                         416-861-0756  
www.sabu.ca                                                   
sabu@sabu.ca 
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   CONSENT FOR PHOTOGRAPHY 
 
Project:  A living canvas for South Asian impacted by HIV 
 

The photographs taken during the course of the project will be shot both on 
location and in studio.  Individuals will have an option of location of the 
photograph taken.  This depends on the comfort level of the person, traveling 
times and scheduling. 
 
For persons who seek to have their photograph taken at the studio, will receive 
the address once it is confirmed s/he has consented to have their photograph 
taken.  
 
Individuals will have the right to view the final selections and then sign a consent 
form to release the images for exhibit. 
 
How will the photograph be used? 
The use of photographs for display/exhibit will only be used with the written 
consent of any participating person.   
 
The photos may be used for education and awareness purposes by Sabu 
Qureshi and Devan Nambiar at events and functions of AIDS Service 
Organizations, Community Health Clinics  that involve assisting individuals, 
families, children, refugees, new immigrants, marginalized communities impacted 
by HIV/AIDS.   
 
By signing this document you hereby consent to allow the use of the photograph.   
Images are not for sale.  
 
Children and youth below 18 years need to have approval by parent or guardian 
via a signature.  By signing this document you hereby consent to allow the use of 
the photograph.  You will receive a copy of the consent form for your records. 
Thank you.     
 
 
 
Signature: ……………………………….(Print Name: ……………………………….) 
 
 
Witness: …………………………………(Print Name: ………………………………..) 
 
 
Date: …………………………………………day/month/year 


